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looked for a less discredited catchword. * Les rois s'en
vont,' is a fool's saying, if it means that our continent,
with its monarchical traditions, is to emulate republican
methods ; but it is profoundly true if it means that the
childish belief in the divine right of the ruling families has
vanished from the world for ever. In every country
constitutional law is struggling towards the dawn of a
new and more human epoch. Even in a monarchy, the
truth will be recognised of the great and fundamental
principle of public rights, that every right must entail a
corresponding obligation ; that, in matters of the State, no
right ought to exist for the sake of an individual, but only
for the sake of the State. Does any one suppose that
these ideas, which the modern world can never now abandon,
would come to a halt at the German frontier ? The only
question is whether the German nation will have the
strength to embody these ideas in her constitution, or
whether, as at the beginning of our century, the office of
judge will be assigned to a foreigner.

" It has ceased to alarm us when the Particularists
. shout at the advocates of unity : ' You want a revolu-
tion !' No one wants a revolution. Our nation has
had a sufficiently painful experience of what a revolution
means. But the persistence of a state of things which
has no right to persist constitutes an evil which is growing
before our eyes; so that finally nothing less than a bold
revolutionary decision will suffice to secure law and order
in this constitutionless country. All high and noble hearts
extol the Italians, and their conspiracy in the broad light
of day which laid the foundations of a united Italy ; and
they extol the statesmen of Prussia for that * Revolution in
the good sense/ directed straight towards the great goal of
the ennoblement of humanity, by which the human worth
of our Fourth Estate was recognised. Not all the unctuous
talk of juridical theologians will prevent our nation from
wishing to make a similar decision for the sake of securing
her unity, as soon as she possesses the necessary power.
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